
cated in the refined methods of modern analysis,
is loth to believe that it can carry within its
sparkling depths anything so dangerous as the
germs of disease. In fact, it has been practically
known for a long time that a considerable por-
tion of certain rural populations consumes by
accident more or less human excrement, but in
order to convince the people themselves that
such is the case, some incontrovertible scientific
proof was necessary. Believing that such actual
demonstration would have a high educative
value, Professor Stiles of the Hygienic Labora-
tory has succeeded in evolving a method for this
purpose.*

The fundamental principle underlying the
method consists in the fact that certain animal
parasites, namely the entamoeba coli, lamblia,
trichomonas, ascaris lumbricoides, and trichuris
trichiura are found in the intestines of man only,
not being found in the alimentary tract of any
animal and having no free living state outside
the human intestines, the transmission from per-
son to person occurring in either spore or egg
form. Therefore any person who has in his
intestines one of these parasites must necessarily
have obtained it by swallowing human excre-
ment. The Division of Zoology of the Public
Health Service applied this test to 2372 persons
taken at random in twelve different localities in
three states. They found that 425 out of the
2372 had one or more of these strictly human
parasites in their stools, thus proving by zoolog-
ical methods alone that 17.9% of the persons ex-
amined had unwittingly partaken of food or
drink contaminated with human feces.

The impartation of such information to a

community grown lax in its personal sanitation
and lukewarm to the efforts of health officers to
better conditions, should certainly have a salu-
tary effect. Indeed, it would seem that people
who failed to be awakened by a knowledge of
this kind were hopelessly asleep and incapable of
any kind of progress.

MEDICAL NOTES.

American Society for the Control op Can-
cer.—A meeting of the American Society for the
Control of Cancer was held in Boston on Jan.
14, with addresses by Dr. J. Collins Warren, Dr.
Edward Reynolds, and Prof. Dr. W. T. Sedg-

wick, of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology.

The Epizootic op Foot and Mouth Disease.
—With the gradual subsidence of the epizootic
of foot and mouth infection, there is a gradual
removal of the national quarantine regulations
by means of which the disease has been brought
under control. On January 13, the quarantine
of livestock was suspended in many counties of
Indiana, Kentucky and New York. In Massa-
chusetts movement of livestock in non-infected
areas is now permitted.
Society op American Bacteriologists.—The

Society of American Bacteriologists held its an-
nual meeting in Philadelphia at the Laboratory
of Hygiene, University of Pennsylvania, Dec.
29, 30 and 31, 1914.

The following officers were elected : President,
D. H. Bergey, M.D. ; vice-president, John Wein-
zirl, M.D. ; secretary-treasurer, A. Parker Hitch-
ens, M.D. ; council, K. F. Kellerman, M.D., W. A.
Stocking, Jr., M.D., R. E. Buchanan, M.D., R. J
Conn, M.D. Delegate to A. A. A. S., M. J. Rose-
nau, M.D.

The next regular meeting of the society will
be held in Urbana, Illinois. The chairman of the
local committee is Professor H. A. Harding. A
special meeting of the society will be held in
San Francisco during the summer.

Pellagra and Poliomyelitis in Mississippi.—
During the month of November, 1914, 603 new
cases of pellagra and nine of poliomyelitis were

reported in the state of Mississippi.
Tuberculosis in North Carolina.—In the

weekly report of the United States Public Health
Service for Jan. 15, is reprinted the following
extract from the message of Governor Craig to
the North Carolina General Assembly on Jan.
7. It evidences well his appreciation of the
seriousness of the problem of state control of
tuberculosis and indicates some of the measures
which it is expected may be taken in North
Carolina to meet it:—
"The problem of dealing with tuberculosis is

most serious. In North Carolina it has been
ascertained that 18,000 people are the victims of
this disease. Many may have it of whom we do
not know. It is an ever-present plague that
stalks abroad at noonday, and one-seventh of all
the deaths in the state are from this dreaded dis-
ease. The state sanatorium was established in
response to the demand that something must be
done for the afflicted, and to stop the ravages of
the plague. In my opinion this institution, with
its present scope and efficiency, is utterly incap-
able of dealing effectively with the situation. As
an institution for the purpose of educating peo-
ple to care for themselves and disseminating
knowledge of the disease, it cannot be as effec-

* Annual Report of (lie Surffcon General, D. S. Publie Health
Service, 1014, p. 22.
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tive as could a bureau established for the pur-
pose of sending literature to every person in the
state known to be afflicted. Such literature could
present the situation more intelligently to the
people and with more efficacy than could be done
by a few patients who are fortunate enough to
secure admission to the small establishment at
Sanatorium. There are now about 90 patients
in this institution. It is most humanely and
most ably managed. Yet it is altogether inade-
quate to deal with this stupendous proposition
that so vitally affects the people. It has done
good in individual instances, but there are thou-
sands in the state who cannot gain admittance,
and who will desire admittance when its effi-
ciency is recognized. This institution can never
care for those entitled to admission. On the
present plan, the whole revenue of the state
could not meet the demand. It is one of the
highest obligations of the state to deal with this
disease, to do all possible to prevent it, and to
cure those who have it. I hope that this general
assembly can work out a practical method that
will be effective."

Association op Life Insurance Presidents.
—The recently published proceedings of the
eighth annual meeting of the Association of Life
Insurance Presidents, held in New York City on
Dec. 10 and 11, 1914, includes several papers on
the relations of life insurance to questions of
public health. Among these may be mentioned
one by Mr. Rudolph Hering on the "Relation of
Sanitary Engineering to Public Health," and
one by Mr. Arthur Hunter entitled "Can Insur-
ance Experience be Applied to Lengthen Life 1 ' '

Mr. Hering summarizes the work and methods
of sanitary engineering under six groups, deal-
ing respectively"with water supply, air supply,
street cleaning, river cleaning, refuse removal
and sewerage removal. In all these he concludes
that public works relating to sanitary engineer-
ing have reached a point of development based
on sufficient knowledge and experience to pre-
sent satisfactory solutions in practically all
cases. Mr. Hunter believes emphatically that
insurance experience can successfully be applied •

to lengthen life. The statistics gathered by in-
surance companies are particularly of value
from the information which they afford relative
to hazardous occupations, tuberculous family
history, history of important infections such as
rheumatism, typhoid, or syphilis, cardiac and
renal physical defects, addiction to alcohol and
excessive emaciation or obesity.
European War Notes.—On Jan. 13 a Japa-

nese Red Cross unit sailed from New York
aboard the Megantic for Southampton, England,
where it will be stationed at the Netley Royal
British Naval and Military Hospital, to which it
has been assigned for duty. The unit consists of
Surgeon-General Suzuki, Dr. T. Oshima,.and 21
nurses.

On Jan. 16 a cargo of sera, antitoxins, adhe-
sive plaster, bandages, and 1500 pounds of chlo-
roform was shipped to London from the Amer-
ican Red Cross at New York aboard the Minne-
tonka.

The American Field Ambulance Association,
Incorporated, has been formed by Charles E.
Cotting of Boston, Robert Walcott of Cam-
bridge, Frank Cheney, Jr., of South Manches-
ter, Conn., Theodore S. Farrelly of New York
City, and Samuel Thorne, Jr., of Rye, N. Y.
The objects of the corporation are to operate a
field ambulance service in France, Belgium
and elsewhere, to relieve the sick and wounded,
and perform such other work as may seem neces-
sary, and to acquire such property as these pur-
poses of the corporation shall require.

The principal office of the corporation is at 19
Cedar Street, New York City. The organization
is neutral and is operating subject to the rules
of the Geneva Convention, which entitles its
members to wear the red cross. For financial
support it depends entirely on the generosity of
Americans, and since the need of funds to main-
tain equipment and support the personnel is
urgent at present, contributions may be sent to
any of the incorporators or to Samuel Thorne,
Jr., treasurer, 19 Cedar Street, New York City.
An unauthenticated report in the public press

states that Dr. Alexis Carrel, at his hospital in
Lyons, France, has succeeded in grafting an
entire forearm and elbow-joint from a moribund
to a wounded patient. If this be true, it is not
only a great personal triumph for Dr. Carrel,
but a demonstration of the value of experimental
surgical research.

On Jan. 23 the total of the New York Belgianrelief fund amounted to $862,573.52; the New
York Red Cross fund to $444,312.76; the New
York Jewish relief fund to $320,097.36; the
American Ambulance Hospital fund to $312,-
397.15 ; the Prince ofWales fund to $105,763.88 ;
and the American Polish relief fund to $16,-
851.37.

On Jan. 24 the total of the New England Bel-
gian relief fund amounted to $179,287.17; the
Massachusetts Red Cross fund to $103,297.66;
the Boston branch of the American Ambulance
Hospital fund to $51,636.45; the New England
Jewish relief fund to $27,273.35 ; and the Boston
Polish relief fund to $14,154.97.
Mortality for Week Ending January 15,1915.—The Department of Health yesterday

gave out the following figures concerning the
mortality during the week ending January 16:
The increase in the mortality from acute bron-
chitis, lobar pneumonia and broncho-pneumonia,to which attention was called in last week's bulle-
tin, continued during the past week, the number
of deaths totalling 311 as against 246 during the
corresponding week in 1914. The increased
mortality from these causes was more than offset
by the decreased mortality from certain other

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 13, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



causes, especially measles., scarlet fever, pulmon-
ary tuberculosis, Bright's disease and nephritis
and violence, so that the death-rate from all
causes combined was 14.49 per 1000 of the popu-
lation, against 14.86, a decrease of .37 of a point,
which is equivalent to a relative decrease of 41
deaths in the week's mortality.

The increase in the mortality during the past
week was chiefly among children under five years
of age, and especially so among children under
one year of age, there being 51 more deaths re-

ported at this latter age group. The mortality
at the other age groups was somewhat lower
than in the corresponding week of 1914.

The death-rate for the first three weeks of this
year was 14.73 per 1000 of the population.
as against 14.62 during the corresponding period
in 1914, an increase of .11 of a point.

Harvey Lecture.—The seventh in the current
series of lectures before the Harvey Society will
be delivered on Saturday evening of this week,
Jan. 30, at the New York Academy of Medicine,
by Professor Hans Zinsser, of Columbia Univer-
sity, on "The More Recent Developments in the
Study of Anaphylactic Phenomena."

Bequest to the Rockefeller Institute.—
The will of the late Henry Rutherford, recently
admitted to probate, contains a bequest of
$200,000 to the Rockefeller Institute for cancer
research.

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Lawrence Maternity Association. — The
Lawrence (Mass.) Maternity Association has
been formed to aid those women whose circum-
stances do not permit the employment of regular
medical attendance with nursing, at time of
childbirth. The central office at the Lawrence
General Hospital will be open at all hours, day
and night. Patients may register, and the serv-
ices of physicians and nurse may be secured. It
is urged that registration be made at least three
months before expected labor, thus giving the
patient the benefit of the nurse's visit before-
hand. Care and instruction will be given from
time to time by the physician and nurse, and the
patient will receive daily visits after delivery as
ordered by physician. A moderate fee will be
charged for services, which will be explained at
time of registration.

Aesculapian Club of Boston.—The mid-
winter meeting of the Aesculapian Club of Bos-
ton was held at the Harvard Club on Saturday
evening, Jan. 9, being preceded by a dinner of
the club at which were 103 members and the
guests, Dr. Oscar Dowling, president of the
Louisiana Board of Health, and Mr. Norman
Hapgooil. editor of Harper's Weekly. The meet-

ing was at 9 p.m., there being present, beside the
members, about 125 guests. The first speaker,
Dr. Dowling, gave a very interesting talk, nar-
rating in some detail the history of his board
from early days, its present trials and successes,
its tour of the state with cars of exhibition and
instruction, and its methods and results in clean-
ing up various objectionable towns and places.
Mr. Hapgood's talk was general and on the
whole well chosen and complimentary to the
profession. He touched on the failure of segre-
gation in the regulation of prostitution, on the
magnitude of the question of prohibition, on the
dissatisfaction of the public in regard to the
"alienist" testimony of experts at trials, and on
various other matters.

Annual Meeting Boston Medical Library.
—At the annual meeting of the Boston Medical
Library, held Jan. 12, 1915, the former officers
were reelected : Dr. John W. Cummin was
elected to the committee on library and finance,
in place of Dr. Morton Prince, who retired after
sixteen years service ; Dr. Reginald Fitz became
a member of the committee on medical and so-
cial meetings ; Dr. Daniel F. Mahoney a member
of the committee on membership and elections;
and Dr. Walter Channing and Dr. John W.
Bartol were elected vice-presidents. Dr. Francis
W. Peabody gave an interesting talk, illustrated
by the stereopticon, on "Western Medicine in
China." According to the report of the libra-
rian the library now contains 82,275 books and
57,035 pamphlets and use of its facilities has
been made by 14,105 readers during the past
library year, two-thirds of these being medical
students and the public. The number of readers
has shown a progressive increase from year to
year. The total membership of 1he library is
now 742, a gain of 43 over that of last. year.

Cases of Infectious Diseases reported to the
Boston Board of Health for the week ending
Jan. 19, 1915 : Diphtheria, 63, of which 2 were

non-residents; scarlatina, 65, of which 5 were
non-residents ; typhoid fever, 3 ; measles, 64 ;
tuberculosis, 45, of which 2 were non-residents.
The death-rate of the reported deaths for the
week was 16.40.

Massachusetts MedicalSociety

Franklin District Medical Society.—The
Franklin District Medical Society held a meeting
at the rooms of the Greenfield Club, Greenfield,
on Jan. 12, 1915, the program being entitled
"Health Day." Dr. J. E. Urquhart of Ash-
field, president, was in the chair, and Dr. G. P.
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